
From the pastor: 

ñA LENTEN JOURNEY:  

24 Hours That Changed the Worldò 
  

Walk with Jesus on his final day. 

Sit beside him at the Last Supper. 

Pray with him in Gethsemane. 

Follow him to the cross. 

Desert him. Deny him. 
 

Only then can you truly Experience  

the Resurrection. 

 

 

Beginning February 17, Walnut Grove will embark on a seven-week Lenten 

study you wonôt want to miss: ñ24 Hours That Changed the World.ò Pastor Brett and 

I will be teaching and preaching about this important event in the history of the 

world. The worship services will be designed to help us further appreciate the mag-

nitude of Jesusô suffering and death in a way we never have before. 

The study is based on a series of the same name featuring Adam Hamilton, 

founding pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood, 

Kansas. A daily devotional guide authored by Rev. Hamilton will be available as 

well. 

 Since the final 24 hours of Jesusô life are so central to our faith, I hope you 

will make a special effort to be in attendance and invite your friends and family 

members to join us. Sunday School classes are being invited to study the accompa-

nying book and we are hoping to have one or more other small groups. The last 24 

hours of Christôs life changed the world forever. I truly believe that as you study 

these events in greater detail your life will be changed as well.  I am very excited 

about this study and hope you will be part of the excitement!! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Stuart 

 
ñBut the one who keeps God's word is the person in whom we see God's mature love. This 
is the only way to be sure we're in God. Anyone who claims to be intimate with God 
ought to live the same kind of life Jesus lived.ò  I John 2:5-6, The Message. 

February  2010-March 2010                   Go...and make disciples.ò  Matthew 28:19 



Mary Martha Busy Ladies 
 

On November 21st we prepared and delivered 24 Thanksgiving meals to our  

Seniors.  During December we were unable to go Caroling due to the weather and safety 

concerns.  However, a total of 21 Christmas baskets, 4 fruit bags,  

1 Mission card, and 1 Christmas bag were delivered to our Seniors.   

 

On January 12, we held a covered dish luncheon in Fellowship Hall. This was our initial 

planning meeting for the year.  We had 20 attendees.   

 

Planned Activities 

Quilting will start January 26th and quilting is planned for Tuesdays and  

Wednesdays through February.  Work has already started on the tobacco top.    

At this time it is planned to have 2-3 quilts ready for our Fall Festival.    

 

We have planned to have our April meeting at the Clarksville Station in Roxboro.   

 

In addition to our ministry to the Walnut Grove Seniors, we are going to start  

another mission.  This is to prepare kits for overseas soldiers.  Several members will be 

checking to see what materials will be needed for this mission.  It is planned to gather 

materials and package them for shipment at our May 11th  

meeting.   

 

In addition, donations will also be given to support ASP, Mozambique, and the Sisters-in

-Christ Walking Group. 

 

The Mary Marthaôs will continue to place flowers in the Church for our five  

oldest members on their birthday.   

The ñMary Martha 

Busy Ladiesñ was es-

tablished in January 

1998.  There is no age 

limit for this group.  It 

was organized to min-

ister to the older 

adults in Walnut 

Grove United Method-

ist Church and Com-

munity, as well as to 

have  fellowship one 

with another.   

We meet the 2nd Tues-

day of the month at 

12:00 Noon in the Fel-

lowship Hall.  If you 

have questions, please 

call either Madora 

Davis (644-0794) or 

Jane Sparks  

(732-8493). 

Polar Bears for Jesus  

 

Who goes to the beach in the dead of January for a retreat? The 

Youth of Walnut Grove do, thatôs who. Last year during a youth 

leadership meeting something amazing happened, some might 

even say miraculous. As the gathered students began to partici-

pate in a prayer exercise called general examen - a discipline in 

which one prayerfully responds to two basic questions: where 

have you sensed Godôs presence in the last day, week, etc. and 

where have you felt absence ï there was a theme that emerged 

which encompassed nearly everyoneôs answer in the room. 

 

The theme or common refrain went something like, ñIôm too busy 

and I wish had more time to just sit with God, to slow down, and 

turn things off for a bit.ò In response to that movement of the Spirit, I asked what seemed like a ridiculous ques-

tion. ñSince our upcoming ski retreat is a pretty busy event, would you be interested doing something different, 

something like just spending time with each other and God for a weekend?ò The obvious answer for most warm-

blooded teenagers is an emphatic ñNo!ò However, the response was ñYeah, that actually sounds pretty good.ò 

 

So we did. We rented a great house at the beach for low-season fare and enjoyed the stillness and quiet together. 

We also took a dip in the icy water and ate lots of great food. This year we return once again to turn off the cells 

and create space in our calendars. To go to the one who said, ñCome to me you who are weary.ò And to remem-

ber that God has provided everything we need and that He is closer than we often think. While there will likely 

come a day when a ski trip makes a lot of sense again, this year Iôm happy to be headed to Wilmington with 

forty teenagers and adults crazy enough to think that a January beach trip is a better idea than a mid-winter ski 

trip. 

Justin Morgan (281-253-9123) 



ASP 2010 
We are well on our way in preparation for our sixth ASP trip!  We will be leaving early in the 

morning on July 25th and returning in the late afternoon on July 31st,, tired but filled with a re-

newed spirit.  For those who really havenôt heard what these trips are all about, here is a quick 

summary.  We have been taking a group of youth and adults to help make homes for low in-

come families in the central Appalachia region warmer, safer, and drier.  In the process, we try 

to lift an Appalachian familyôs spirits and remind them that Godôs love knows no boundaries.  

Just as importantly, the team members come home with a heart for Christian service, an appre-

ciation for what we have, and on fire to be more involved in service to our own community.   

For more information, go to www.ASPhome.org. 

 

So far, the people from Walnut Grove who are definitely committed to the trip this summer are 

Lou Rutledge, Bob Patten, Cheryl Parker, Eddie Rutledge, Amanda Dodson, Jillian Hines, Lu-

cas Herweyer, Brooke Sherron, Aaron Gross, Charles Treis, Julia Treis, Alexis Patten, and 

Kasi Wahlers.  In addition, we have been partnering with Lebanon United Methodist Church 

and they plan to bring 6 or 7 people as well.  Sarah Majors and Cameron Wagner from Leba-

non who came with us last year are planning to join us again this year along with their pastor, 

Ray Teague.  We only have room for 22 people, so as you can see, we are almost full.  If you 

want to make your ñMaybeò a ñDefiniteò, you need to let Lou know as soon as possible ï we 

only have 1 or 2 spots left! 

 

Our deposit is due in a few weeks, so we need to get our funding in place.  Those who are on 

the teams are asked to contribute at least $100 each to help with the costs.  Please pay 

this by the middle of February or talk to Stuart about a possible sponsor.   We will be 

having several fundraising opportunities as well, so stay tuned!  An upcoming event is 

the brunswick stew sale we are doing in conjunction with those who are going on the 

Mozambique mission trip.   We have a yard sale in the planning stage as well.  We do 

want to thank all who have supported this amazing mission trip. 

 by  

Lou Rutledge 
 

Mozambique 

July 14-26, 2010 
Eight members of our Walnut Grove family will serve as Volunteers in Mission to the 

rural, coastal town of Chicuque, Mozambique from July 14-26, 2010. Team members 

include Stuart Milton, Paul Beck, Carlye Carr, Kim McColman, Lindsay Stetson,  

Katie Kimrey, Kelsey Hines, and Beth Sherron.  

 

The team will be serving at the Chicuque Rural Hospital and the Center of 

Hope, assisting with construction and medical care as well as building Christ-

centered relationships with the Mozambican people. These are two established mis-

sion sites supported by the United Methodist Church. To learn more, visit http://

new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/health/hospitals/chicuque/about/.  

 

Please keep this new Walnut Grove ministry, its 

participants, and those who will be impacted as a 

result in your thoughts and prayers as the team pre-

pares for the journey. 

By Beth Sherron 

Missions at WGUMC 

http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/health/hospitals/chicuque/about/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/health/hospitals/chicuque/about/


Johnny and Shirley Clayton 
 Johnny and Shirley Clayton are an amazing 

couple at Walnut Grove UMC.  Johnny often takes 

time from work to sing at funerals, and as you all 

know, the guy can belt out a hymn!  Shirley is very 

quiet and really doesnôt want credit for all of the 

work she does.  The pot lady, as she is lovingly 

known, can usually be found in the kitchen washing 

dishes after most any event.  She is legendary during 

Harvest Festival time! Shirley, ever self-effacing, 

said, ñWell, thatôs something I can do that wonôt 

mess up.ò 

 Thanks go to John Billy and Linda 

Sheppard for bringing this wonderful couple to  

Walnut Grove.  The young couple moved next door 

in 1978 (now Buddy and Ellen Hartleyôs home), and 

they invited them to WG. 

 A blind date provided the fodder for their 

relationship.  Mike Neighbors set them up for a date 

after a softball game in which Shirley played for 

New Sharon UMC.  Now, to me, that shows real 

gumption, agreeing to a date when you know good 

and well that youôre going to be dirty and sweaty.  

Thatôs pluck; you go, girl!  As a matter of fact, 

Shirleyôs best memories of her best times were 

when she was playing softball in the summer during 

her younger days.   If she could still see the ball, 

sheôd still be playing! 

  Luckily, they hit it off at once, and on that 

first date they ended up sitting in the car until about 

3:00 a.m. just talking, and the rest is history.  They 

married on June 19, 1976. 

 Now, theyôll both tell you that they are  

polar opposites, but it obviously works for them.  

Johnny likes to be around a bunch of people; Shirley 

likes to be at home.  Johnny likes loud music; 

Shirley likes quiet.  He likes science-fiction and 

Louis LôAmour; she likes Danielle Steele and Karen 

Kingsbury. They go to the movies and he watches 

Star Wars type stuff; she goes to the chick flick.  

ñWe are entirely opposite people,ò Shirley claims. ñBut 

we were married for six years before we had one cross 

word and that didnôt amount to anything!ò Johnny 

added. 

 Johnny loves shooting and has since he was 

five years old. Mike confirms this because when 

Johnny was about five, his brother Pat and Mikeôs  

sister Barbara dated.  Mike remembers Johnny and Pat 

coming out to fish and, ñAll that little kid talked about 

was shooting his BB gun!ò Johnny stated, ñItôs a good 

thing we live in a rural area!ò  Another favorite activity 

is singing, and we are all surely blessed when we get to 

hear him. 

   As it turns out, heôs a pretty good shooter.  In 

1989 and 1990 he won the Buckmasterôs World Cham-

pionship in Florida in both the rifle AND revolver  

competitions.  ñI was real proud of that because several 

of my opponents were professionals who were spon-

sored by gun manufacturers.  Competitions were all 

they did.ò  All his time practicing paid off because he 

won three 4 wheelers and a new Ford 4 wheel drive 

pick-up.   He kept one 4 wheeler, gave one to Mark 

Stone, his business partner at the Colonial Gun Shop, 

and he sold one.  ñI guess thatôs my one claim to fame,ò 

Johnny chuckled. 

 Shirley is an avid NASCAR fan, but she has no 

favorite driver.  ñWe used to go to Charlotte, Rocking-

ham, and Richmond a lot, but not so much anymore.ò  

Shirley also loves mowing and yard work. 

 When asked how they were spiritually fed here, 

Johnny replied, ñWell, it goes back to what was said at 

the love feast after Christmas.  These folks at Walnut 

Grove mean as much to me as my family.  I would just 

as soon be here as anywhere.ò  Shirley responded, ñI 

feel comfortable and loved here.  I really like my  

Sunday school class, and Kim Horton is a good teacher 

for the Titus II class.ò 

 Shirley is happiest when she is outside pulling 

weeds and doing yard work.  Johnny said, ñWell, Iôm 

pretty happy almost all of the time, but if I had to 

choose, Iôd say outside hunting or fishing.ò 

 Johnny was truly touched when the UMW 

awarded him the Special Mission Recognition Award 

gold pin with a cross the first year we were in the new 

fellowship hall.  One person is chosen each year, and 

the criteria are that the individual has done something 

special and been involved with the church in a really 

dedicated kind of way.  Another member who had an 

impact on Johnny was Nancy Overcash when she was 

choir director and convinced Johnny to sing his first 

solo here at WG. 

 Shirley conveys, ñMike Sykes led me  

spiritually without pushing.  He was the one who 

helped me realize how important it is to make a  

profession of faith and to be baptized.ò  Actually, 

Shirley says that the most spiritual event in her life was 

when she was baptized and joined the church. 



 Johnny and Shirley both agree that Grandpa 

Clayton, William John Clayton and Johnnyôs name-

sake, is their hero. Johnny speaks fondly as he re-

members, ñThere was a Sunday school classroom 

named for him at the 1st Baptist Church in Hillsbor-

ough.  He worked at the Hillsborough Savings and 

Loan until he was 92 years old, and he was one of 

the founding members of the bank.  He grew up  

during the depression and always raised his own 

food and meat.  He would take in people off the 

street who were hungry and feed them. During the 

depression he worked at the mill and made $14.00 a 

week when his payments for the house were $17.00 

a week, but he paid off everything he owed, and he 

put five grandchildren through college.  I donôt know 

how he did it, but he did wear the same suit for 30 

years!ò When asked about his best memory ever, 

Johnny decided that it was sitting on Pop Claytonôs 

back porch in the summer evenings with the family 

shelling beans and talking. 

   Shirley added, ñAnd I have two other he-

roes, Dorothy Roberts and Ruth Robinson.  Their 

courage is amazing, and yet even with their  

challenges, they always have a smile on their faces.ò  

I guess we could all say Amen to that! 

 When I asked them to list the things they do 

for WG, they squirmed and acted like I was a  

dentist!  Finally I pulled out that they often come up 

to the church on Saturday morning and set up the 

chairs for the early worship service.  Recently, and I 

know this because Mike told me, they took down the 

Christmas trees so that when the folks arrived at the 

appointed 11:00 to take down the decorations, they 

found most of it already done!  Shirley shot Johnny 

ñthe lookò when he said that often Shirley takes 

home the linens from Communion and washes and 

presses them. 

 About this time during the interview,  

Teresa Milton breezed through, realized what was 

happening, and said, ñOh, yea, he drives the truck 

for the youth praise band for Chicken Pickinô, and he 

set up all of the equipment and took it all down.  Not 

only did he have his truck, he borrowed a trailer 

from work and got everything on one load.  And, 

heôs already volunteered to do it again this year.ò  

Johnnyôs grin after this enthusiastic outburst could 

only be described as sheepish.  They did tell me that 

when itôs Johnnyôs turn to mow, he rides the mower, 

and Shirley does all of the trim work. Johnny said, 

ñOne of the things that I believe is, that to be a 

Christian is to be a servant, and I would much rather 

be a servant than to be served.  I am happiest when 

helping others.ò Thatôs pretty much a description of 

this couple in a Nutshell (pardon the pun!!). 

 Johnny serves his church by being in the 

praise band, the choir, a member of UMM, the Wor-

ship Committee, Building Committee, and the Audio 

Visual Committee. Johnny is also on the Board of 

Directors at the Caldwell Fire Department. Shirley 

stated, ñIôm not a committee person.  I am silent.ò 

 Johnny is the son of Oliver and Kathleen 

Clayton, and Shirley is the daughter of Melvin 

Miller and Lucy Lane who remarried after Mr. 

Miller passed away.  Johnny changed his member-

ship from 1st Baptist to WG on August 18, 1982, 

and Shirley was baptized and joined on July 24, 

1994. 

 Johnny attended ACC, Catawba College, 

and NC State where he earned a degree in turf 

grass management.  He has worked at the Occon-

eechee Golf Course, sold building materials, co-

owned the Colonial Gun Shop for 10 years, and 

now works for Warren Hay as a mechanical sales-

man.  Shirley graduated from business school in 

Raleigh, worked for Central Carolina Farmers until 

they closed, cleaned houses, then joined the team at 

the Flower Patch and has been there for 23 years.  

Since sheôs the delivery person, she knows where 

almost everyone lives! 

 Johnny hails himself a State fan, but, ñI 

was a Carolina fan as long as Josh Horton was 

there!ò  (Thatôs for Kent Mangum who always 

wants to know where a personôs sports allegiance 

is!) 

 Where do you see WGUMC five years 

from now?  ñI hope that our membership will have 

grown enough that we will need a 3rd service,ò 

Shirley responded.  Johnny said, ñI would hope that 

by then we will be working on our new building.  

Weôve got to do something because we are too full.  

This morning there was standing room 

only.ò (1/10/10)  We at WG are indeed blessed to 

have this servant couple as part of our church fam-

ily.  Lots of work here is done behind the scenes, 

and these two are responsible for a good part of it!  

Thank you, both! 

 

 

Betsy Parker 




