February 201March 2010 Go.mmd make disciples.

From the pastor:

ARNA LENTEN JOURNEY

24 Hours That Chang \\f‘}, 0
O
Walk with Jesus on his final day. /—\ -
Sit beside him at the Last Supper. —

Pray with him in Gethsemane.

Follow him to the cross.
Desert him. Deny him. /
Only then can you truly Experience
the Resurrection

Beginning February 17, Walnut Grove will embark on a seveek Lenten
study you wonodét want to miss: nA24 Hours
| will be teaching and preaching about this important event in the history of the
world. The worship services will be designed to help us further appreciate the mag-
nitude of Jesusd6 suffering and death in

The study is based on a series of the same name featuring Adam Hamilton,
founding pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Leawood,
Kansas. A daily devotional guide authored by Rev. Hamilton will be available as
well.

Since the final 24 hours of Jesuso |
will make a special effort to be in attendance and invite your friends and family
members to join us. Sunday School classes are being invited to study the accompa-
nying book and we are hoping to have one or more other small groups. The last 24
hours of Christdés | ife changed the worl
these events in greater detail your life will be changed as well. | am very excited
about this study and hope you will be part of the excitement!!

In Christ,
Pastor Stuart

ABut the one who keeps God's word is the persc
is the only way to be sure we're in God. Anyone who claims to be intimate with God
ought to I|Iive the samklohk256 The Messagef e Jesus | i Vve



Mary Martha Busy Ladies The AMary Mar

Busy Ladiesh
ished in January

8. There is no age
limit for this group. It
was organized to min-

On January 12, we held a covered dish luncheon in Fellowship Hall. This was our initigfer to the older

On November Ziwe prepared and delivered 24 Thanksgiving meals to our tabl
Seniors. During December we were unable to go Caroling due to the weather and sa{%
concerns. However, a total of 21 Christmas baskets, 4 fruit bags,
1 Mission card, and 1 Christmas bag were delivered to our Seniors.

planning meeting for the year. We had 20 attendees. adults in Walnut

Grove United Method-
Planned Activities ist Church and Com-
Quilting will start January Band quilting is planned for Tuesdays and munity, as well as to
Wednesdays through February. Work has already started on the tobacco top. have fellowship one
At this time it is planned to have2quilts ready for our Fall Festival. with another.

We meet the"? Tues-
day of the month at

In addition to our ministry to the Walnut Grove Seniors, we are going to start 12.00_Noon in the Fel-

another mission. This is to prepare kits for overseas soldiers. Several members will igyvship Hall. If you

checking to see what materials will be needed for this mission. It is planned to gathef@ve questions, please

materials and package them for shipment at our M&y 11 call either Madora

meeting. Davis (6440794) or
Jane Sparks

In addition, donations will also be given to support ASP, Mozambique, and the-Bister§732-8493).

-Christ Walking Group.

We have planned to have our April meeting at the Clarksville Station in Roxboro.

The Mary Marthaodés will continue to place flowers in
oldest members on their birthday.

Polar Bears for Jesus

Who goes to the beach in the dead of January for a retreat?

Youth of Walnnut Grove do, t rr dur i
leadership meeting something amazing happened, some mi¢

even say miraculous. As the gathered students began to par:

pate in a prayer exercise called general exaraedisciplinein |

which one prayerfully responds to two basic questions: when"_;’f e

have you sensed Godbds prese , wee
where have you felt absentcehere was a theme that emerged

which encompassed nearly ev t he r
The theme or common refrain e, il

and | wish had more time to just sit with God, to slow down, and

turn things off for a bit.o In response to that mov
tion. ASince our upcoming ski retreat is a pretty b
somet hing |ike just spending time with each ot her a
bl ooded teenagers is an emphatic ANo! 0 However, the

So we did. We rented a great house at the beach fesdason fare and enjoyed the stillness and quiet together.
We also took a dip in the icy water and ate lots of great food. This year we return once again to turn off the cells

and create space in our calendars. To go to the one
ber that God has provided everything we need and that He is closer than we often think. While there will likely
come a day when a ski trip makes a | ot of sense agai

forty teenagers and adults crazy enough to think that a January beach trip is a better idea tiantarrsid
trip.
Justin Morgan (289253-9123)



Missions at WGUMC

ASP 2010

We are well on our way in preparation for our sixth ASP trip! We will be leaving early in the

morning on July 28 and returning in the late afternoon on July*3tred but filled with a re-

newed spirit. For those who really havegyo6t heard
summary. We have been taking a group of youth and adults to help make homes for low jn5,, Rutledge

come families in the central Appalachia region warmer, safer, and drier. In the process, we try

to |Iift an Appalachian familyds spirits and reminc
Just as importantly, the team members come home with a heart for Christian service, an appre-

ciation for what we have, and on fire to be more involved in service to our own community.

For more information, go to www.ASPhome.org.

So far, the people from Walnut Grove who are definitely committed to the trip this summer are

Lou Rutledge, Bob Patten, Cheryl Parker, Eddie Rutledge, Amanda Dodson, Jillian Hines, Lu-

cas Herweyer, Brooke Sherron, Aaron Gross, Charles Treis, Julia Treis, Alexis Patten, and

Kasi Wahlers. In addition, we have been partnering with Lebanon United Methodist Church

and they plan to bring 6 or 7 people as well. Sarah Majors and Cameron Wagner from Leba-

non who came with us last year are planning to join us again this year along with their pastor,

Ray Teague. We only have room for 22 people, so as you can see, we are almost full. If you

want to make your fAiMaybed a fAiDefinitiew®, you need t
only have 1 or 2 spots left!

Our deposit is due in a few weeks, so we need to get our funding in place. Those who are on
the teams are asked to contribute at least $100 each to help with the costs. Please pay

this by the middle of February or talk to Stuart about a possible sponsor. We will be &
having several fundraising opportunities as well, so stay tuned! An upcoming ev: )
the brunswick stew sale we are doing in conjunction with those who are going on §»
Mozambique mission trip. We have a yard sale in the planning stage as well. We

want to thank all who have supported this amazing mission trip.

Mozambique
July 1426, 2010 By Beth Sherron
Eight members of our Walnut Grove family will serveVagunteers in Missiono the
rural, coastal town of Chicuque, Mozambidtem July 1426, 2010. Team members
include Stuart Milton, Paul Beck, Carlye Carr, Kim McColman, Lindsay Stetson,
Katie Kimrey, Kelsey Hines, and Beth Sherron.

The team will be servingt the Chicuque Rural Hospital and tenter of
Hope,assisting withconstruction and medical care as well as building Christ
centeredelationships with the Mozambican people. These are two established mis-
sion sites supported by the United Methodist Church. To learn more)tyisit
new.gbgmumc.org/umcor/work/health/hospitals/chicugue/about/

Please keep this new Walnut Grove ministry, its
participants, and those who will be impacted as a
result in your thoughts and prayers as the team pre-
pares for the journey.



http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/health/hospitals/chicuque/about/
http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umcor/work/health/hospitals/chicuque/about/

AfWe are entirely opposite p
we were married for six years before we had one cross
word and that didndét amount
added.

Johnny loves shooting and has since he was
five years old. Mike confirms this because when
Johnny was about five, hi s
sister Barbara dated. Mike remembers Johnny and Pat
coming out to fish and, i Al
was shooting his BB gun!ado J
thing we |ive in a rural ar
is singing, and we are all surely blessed when we get to
hear him.

As it turns out, heds a
1989 and 1990 he won the Bu
pionship in Florida in both the rifle AND revolver
competitions. Al was real

Johnny and Shirley Clayton of my opponents were professionals who were spon-

Johnny and Shirley Clayton are an amazingSOI‘ed by gun manufacturers. Competitions were all
couple at Walnut Grove UMC. Johnny oftentakest hey di d. 0 Al'l his time pr
time from work to sing at funerals, and as you all won three 4 wheelers and a new Ford 4 wheel drive
know, the guy can belt out a hymn! Shirley is very pick-up. He kept one 4 wheeler, gave one to Mark
qui et and really does n oStoneyhishusinesspartner at the GojonighGun Shept  t +

work she does. The pot lady, as sheislovingy and he sold one. il guess
known, can usually be found in the kitchen washingJohnny chuckled.
dishes after most any event. She is legendary during Shirley is an avid NASCAR fan, but she has no
Harvest Festival time! Shirley, ever seffacing, favorite driver. iwe used
said, AWell, thatoés sonfeam, ngnd Riamhmonad hat!l ato,n élxu
mess up. o0 Shirley also loves mowing and yard work.

Thanks go to John Billy and Linda When asked how they were spiritually fed here,
Sheppard for bringing this wonderful couple to Johnny replied, dAWell, it g

Walnut Grove. The young couple moved next doorthe love feast after Christmas. These folks at Walnut

in 1978 (now Buddy and Gaveneeanasipuchta measny famity.nl avguld just n d

they invited them to WG. as soon be here as anywhere
A blind date provided the fodder for their ~ feel comfortable and loved here. | really like my

relationship. Mike Neighbors set them up for a dateéSunday school class, and Kim Horton is a good teacher

after a softball game in which Shirley playedfor f or the Titus 11 class. o

New Sharon UMC. Now, to me, that shows real Shirley is happiest when she is outside pulling

gumption, agreeing to a date when you know gopodwe eds and doing yard worKk.

and well that youdr e g ofredyjappyrlmpseall ef the timg, bujihlBadtowe at y .

That s pluck; you go, gdhaase,Asl Gad nfaah exu tosfi dfeachun

Shirleyods best memori es of JoRngyrwasirglgtpuched when the WMV e

when she was playing softball in the summer during@warded him the Special Mission Recognition Award

her younger days. If she could still see the ball, gold pin with a cross the first year we were in the new

shedd still be pl ayi ng!fellowshiphall. One person ischosen each year, and
Luckily, they hit it off at once, and on that the criteria are that the individual has done something

first date they ended up sitting in the car until aboutspecial and been involved with the church in a really
3:00 a.m. just talking, and the rest is history. They dedicated kind of way. Another member who had an

married on June 19, 1976. impact on Johnny was Nancy Overcash when she was
Now, theydl !l both t ehoirdigcwiandconginced dofnnyto sing fis first

polar opposites, but it obviously works for them. ~ solo here at WG.

Johnny likes to be around a bunch of people; Shirley Shirley conveys, f#AMike S

likes to be at home. Johnny likes loud music; spiritually without pushing. He was the one who

Shirley likes quiet. He likes sciendietion and helped me realize how important it is to make a

Louis LO6AmMour:; she | i kepr dMfaens seiladne osft efediet ha nadn &K atr ce r

Kingsbury. They go to the movies and he watches Shirley says that the most spiritual event in her life was
Star Wars type stuff; she goes to the chick flick. ~ When she was baptized and joined the church.



Johnny and Shirley both agree that GrandpaVisual Committee. Johnny is also on the Board of
Clayton, William John CbDiracots atthe Gafddell Bire Deparntyents Shiney me -
sake, is their hero. Johnny speaks fondlyashere- st at ed, Al 6 m not a committe
members, fAThere was a Sunddohnnsisctiesan bf Olivér arsl Kathteenm
named for him at the®Baptist Church in Hillsbor-  Clayton, and Shirley is the daughter of Melvin
ough. He worked at the Hillsborough Savings and Miller and Lucy Lane who remarried after Mr.

Loan until he was 92 years old, and he was one of Miller passed away. Johnny changed his member-

the founding members of the bank. He grew up  ship from £'Baptist to WG on August 18, 1982,

during the depression and always raised his own and Shirley was baptized and joined on July 24,

food and meat. He would take in people off the 1994.

street who were hungry and feed them. During the Johnny attended ACC, Catawba College,

depression he worked at the mill and made $14.00 and NC State where he earned a degree in turf

week when his payments for the house were $17.0@rass management. He has worked at the Occon-

a week, but he paid off everything he owed, and he eechee Golf Course, sold building materials, co

put five grandchil dr en dwhedthe@oloniatGuh $hepdoe 10 years, ardlo n 6t k

how he did it, but he did wear the same suit for 30 now works for Warren Hay as a mechanical sales-

year s! 0 When asked ab o umanhShidey gradsated from business sohoolenr ,

Johnny decided that it Rakigh, workédtfor Cegtral CaroliraGamefSlurdily t o n ¢

back porch in the summer evenings with the family they closed, cleaned houses, then joined the team at

shelling beans and talking. the Flower Patch and has been there for 23 years.
Shirley added, AAndSinbavehet®ws bthbhedehkbvery pe

roes, Dorothy Roberts and Ruth Robinson. Their almost everyone lives!

courage is amazing, and yet even with their Johnny hails himself a

chall enges, they al way swahaGamlinafansasiony & JasmHotohwasr f a c €

| guess we could all say Amen to that! therel! o (Thatdos for Kent N
When | asked them to list the thingstheydowant s t o know where a perso

for WG, they squirmed and acted like | was a is!)

dentist! Finally | pulled out that they often come up Where do you see WGUMC five years

to the church on Saturday morning and setupthe f r om now? Al hope that our

chairs for the early worship service. Recently, and Igrown enough that we willneed 48 er vi ce, o

know this because Mike told me, they took downth& hi r |l ey responded. Johnny

Christmas trees so that when the folks arrived at theoy then we will be working on our new building.

appointed 11:00 to take down the decorations, theyWe 6 ve got to do somet hing b
found most of it already done! Shirley shot Johnny This morning there was standing room

Aithe | ookd when he saidonlhyato of1/eh0/Sho)y | eWe t atk eWG
home the linens from Communion and washes and have this servant couple as part of our church fam-

presses them. ily. Lots of work here is done behind the scenes,

About this time during the interview, and these two are responsible for a good part of it!
Teresa Milton breezed through, realized what was Thank you, both!
happeni ng, and sai d, fi Oh, yea, he drives the truck
for the youth praise band for Chicken Pickind, anc
set up all of the equipment and took it all down. Not Betsy Parker

only did he have his truck, he borrowed a trailer

from work and got everything on one load. And,

heds already volunteered to do it agein this year.
Johnnyds grin after this enthusi ast® burst colt
only be described as sheepish. They did tell me that
when ités Johnnyds turn to mow, 5 the mower
and Shirley does all of the trim work. Johnny said,
AfOne of the things that | bel
Christian is to be a servant, and | would much rather
be a servant than to be served. | am happiest when
hel ping others. o Thatods prett
this couple in a Nutshell (pardon the pun!!).

Johnny serves his church by being in the

praise band, the choir, a member of UMM, the Wor-
ship Committee, Building Committee, and the Audio

description






