
From the pastor: 

Note:  My newsletter article is an edited version 

of parts of a recent sermon. One of my personal 

core values is acceptance. God accepts us just as 

we are through the grace of Jesus Christ. I be-

lieve we must accept each the same way.  

 

We acknowledge that we will not always agree 

with each other. We will disagree in many ways 

and on many topics. However, God calls us to live 

in  community. God expects us to listen to each 

otherôs stories and learn from each other.  The fact 

is that none of us are perfect or have it all together. 

I believe Church is the place where God draws 

people together, allows them to share their burdens 

and concerns and stories, and find acceptance. God 

accepts each of us just as we are and then calls 

people together to form community. We journey 

together and always invite others to join us on the 

journey.   

 

Ultimately, then we LOVE! People often talk 

about being right or wrong on a certain issue. 

However, I am beginning to realize that it is not as 

important to be right or wrong as it is to love each 

other. One day we will all stand before God. I 

donôt believe Iôll be judged about whether I was 

right or wrong on a particular social issue but 

whether I showed Christôs love as He first showed 

it to me.  The apostle John wrote, ñIf anyone says, 

ñI love God,ò yet hates his brother, he is a liar. 

For anyone who does not love his brother, whom 

he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not 

seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever 

loves God must also love his brother.ò (I John 

4:21-22)  

 

The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist 

Church states, ñWe affirm that all persons are  

individuals of sacred worth, created in the image 

of God. All persons need the ministry of the 

Church in their struggles for human fulfillment, as 

well as the spiritual and emotional care of a  
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fellowship that enables reconciling relationships with 

God, with others, and with self.ò 

 

As I read the Gospels, Jesus seemed to look at people 

differently than we usually do. He looked at each 

person with compassion and grace and love. He of-

fered new life to Nicodemus, forgiveness to the 

woman at the well, and grace to the woman caught in 

adultery, and hope to the man born blind. Ultimately, 

our goal as a church and as individual Christians is to 

seek to live out the ministry and life of Jesus while 

we live on this earth. My prayer is that as we will 

love as we have been loved, unconditionally. We can 

do that when we pray, ñHelp me see my brother/

sister Lord through your eyes, may they never walk 

alone. Place in me a tender heart that breaks in 

 little pieces when I learn to see my precious 

brother/sister through your eyes."  

 

 In Christôs Love,  

Pastor Stuart 

Walnut Grove  

United Methodist Church  

N E W L E T T E R  

IN A  

N utshell  

A Little History  

 

Did you know that our cemetery is on the web?  

Check out:   

http://cemeterycensus.com/nc/orng/cem070.htm 

It lists all the people buried in our cemetery, as 

of 2003. 

http://cemeterycensus.com/nc/orng/cem070.htm


United Methodist Women 
 

Ruth Robinson, Vice-President  
 

Spring is just around the corner.  The warm days are giving us a 

sample of what is to come.  If you are like me, this time of year, I 

get an  ñitchò to do something different.   The first thing that 

comes to mind is a new hair style.  That is always challenging.  

One thing that is not challenging is being a member of United 

Methodist Women.  If you want to make a difference please join hands with our group and see how 

many working together can accomplish much. 

 

A good example of working together was the recent preparation of soup.  United Methodist Women 

(with help from friends) sold soup to raise money for missions.  The time together brought women 

closer working toward helping others.  It was a very uplifting and special time.  Our group would like 

to thank all for their support of this annual fundraiser. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Hands working together can accomplish much 

 

Please join our group on Tuesday, April 5th in the Sanctuary for a program entitled ñWhatôs in Your 

Tackle Box?ò  The program will share a few of the many things United Methodist Women are doing 

globally, nationally and locally to fulfill this call. 

 

Also, join our group on Tuesday, May 3rd when the program will be Multiple Sclerosis in Women 

and Children. There will be a brief history regarding MS and a few people from the community will 

talk about their experiences with the disease. 

 

Finally, candle burning will be May 1st (Homecoming). During April forms will be available in the 

bulletin to complete In Memory or In Honor of loved ones.  If you have any questions, or need addi-

tional information, please contact a UMW member.  Ruby Tilley is always a good source. 

 

Please ñscratch your itchò by attending a UMW meeting.   Youôll be glad you did. 

Homecoming Sunday 
May 1st, 10:30 Worship Service Only 

Covered Dish Lunch to Follow 



 

Walnut Grove Crafters News  
By Brenda Berry  

  

The next meeting of the Walnut Grove Crafters will be 

April 29 ï beginning at 1:00 PM until midnight and 

April 30 , 2011 at 9:00 AM until  6 PM. 

 In December, the crafters  decided to do a recipe swap 

every  other month beginning February 26th  The next 

recipe swap will be April 30.  If you are interested in 

the recipe swap, contact Brenda Berry at 732-2907 or at 

email:  brenda.berry505@gmail.com by April 11for 

more information. We make a recipe card for each per-

son participating  in the swap.   

We have had people knitting, sewing for Prayers and 

Squares, scrapbooking, crocheting, making cards, and 

organizing pictures for scrapbooking. Bring a friend 

and join the fun!   

Faydean Cannada  is at work on one of her 

scrapbooking pages. 

M ARY M ARTHA  BUSY L ADIES  

On Tuesday, February 8, the Mary Martha Busy Ladies interrupted the quilting long enough for lunch and 

short meeting with 19 members present.   Brenda Berry had the devotion. 
 

Billie Roberts chaired the committee preparing and cooking chicken soup to share with seniors and shut-ins in 

our community.  As this was being done on the same day as our meeting then enough was prepared to share 

with the members and quilters present.  Eight members helped prepare the soup.  And non-quilters delivered 

the soup. 
 

Peggy Mustian reported that the quilting started on January 25th.  The first quilt is the ñtobaccoò quilt and the 

second one will be the ñwhite on whiteò quilt. 
 

The ñ55 and Aliveò luncheon was changed from May 22 to May 15 due to a conflict with using the  

Fellowship Hall. 
 

On March 8th the Mary Martha Busy Ladies again took a break from quilting and met in the Fellowship Hall 

for a covered dish luncheon and brief meeting.  Ruby Tilley lead the meeting and had the devotion. 
 

Peggy Mustian reported that there will be three quilts this year.  The ñwhite on whiteò quilt was currently  

being quilted. 
 

The Wednesday night supper of March 23 was planned as well as the ñ55 and Aliveò luncheon. 
 

Jamie Freeland is working on plans for the grandson outing.  The date was moved to June 28 rather than July 

so that the year-round grandsons will be able to attend. 
 

A motion was made and approved that we support Rusty Wagonerôs trip to Haiti by donating $200 for  

supplies for the children. 
 

Ruby Tilley is going to advertise our cookbooks in The Carolina Country magazine and Our State magazine.  

It was approved to charge $15 to help cover shipping. 
 

Our next meeting is April 12, meeting at the Church to travel to Bennett Pointe Grill for lunch. 
 

The Mary Martha Busy Ladies meet the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the Fellowship Hall at 11:45 a.m. unless announced in the 

Church Bulletin.   For information phone Madora Davis (644-0794) or Jane Sparks (602-1406). 
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Prayers and Squares Ministry of Walnut Grove  

By Brenda Berry  

Prayers and Squares Ministry of Walnut Grove, Chapter 913 Updates:  

In 2011 thus far, we have made 22 prayer quilts. The quilts have been sent as far south as Florida and 

as far north as Pennsylvania.  Most of the quilts have touched the lives of people from the mountains 

to the sea in North Carolina.  The most important part of this ministry is that the prayer quilts are an 

outward sign of our love for others.  

 

Many of you have asked who participates in the Prayers and Squares Ministry of Walnut Grove.  The 

entire church is involved because of the prayers that you pray for the individuals who need our 

prayers. We are so blest to have everyone who says a prayer and ties a knot in the quilts for each indi-

vidual who needs our prayers.  

 

The Prayers and Squares Quilt Ministry are so excited to have you and the following people that 

make this ministry possible.  Sewing prayer quilts are Sarah Clayton, Jeanne Crabtree, Iris Tilley,  

Ginger Terry, Beverly Roberts, Nita Trembly, Ruby Tilley, Peggy Mustian, , and Brenda Berry. We 

are excited to have Eugenia Roland and Ashley Parker Conway become members of the Prayers and 

Squares Ministry. They are sharing their quilt making talents to make quilts for Prayers and Squares. 

We would like to welcome Jane Clapp who wants to begin helping by sewing the threads in the 

quilts. There are many other helping hands that help sort fabric, sew in the threads for the knots, and 

press the fabric. They are Emma Beckham, Faydean Cannada, Barbara Parker, Judy Parker, Louanne 

Bledsoe, and Karen Carson.   

 

The members of Prayers and Squares are thankful for all who encourage, donate, and help us with 

this ministry. 

Contact and meeting times:  

The Prayers and Squares members meet at the Old Walnut Grove Parsonage on the 1st and 3rd  

Thursdays from 6 PM until 10 PM to sew, cut out quilts, tie quilts and sew on labels. We , also, meet 

every month during the Walnut Grove Crafters to sew or tie quilts.  If you are interested in joining us, 

contact Brenda Berry at 732-2907 or by email at brenda.berry505@gmail.com 

If you know of someone who needs one of our prayer quilts and that person would like a quilt, contact 

any of us on the committee.  

mailto:brenda.berry505@gmail.com


A prayer quilt Testimony:  

Dear Friends of Walnut Grove Church,  

Thank you for the prayers and the prayer quilt. The quilt and I have been on quite 

a journey.  I would like to share my experience with you. 

Through the power of God and your prayers, I am at home and continue to heal 

from a mastectomy.  Your prayers and the quilt have meant so much to me.  The 

prayer quilt has traveled to many doctor offices, appointments with the doctors and two different 

churches.  Every where I go, I open the quilt and share its story with all who listen.  It has been a 

way for to give testimony of Godôs love and grace through prayers uplifted upon my behalf.   

I received the quilt on November21.  From your church to my home the prayer quilt with so many 

knots which represented your prayers for me was taken to Ebenezer Baptist Church to be shared 

at our Thanksgiving Service with members of my church.  They too said prayers and tied knots in 

the prayer quilt. 

Thus began the journey of my prayer quilt with me; for everywhere I went so went the quilt.  Once 

the cancer was diagnosed there were many trips to Duke for appointments with Dr. Georgiade and 

others.  With every office visit made, the quilt went with me.  Even to the cafeteria while we waited 

for test results.  As each opportunity arose, the prayer quilt was opened and its meaning shared.  

Doctors, nurses, and others that I did not know asked to say a prayer and tie a knot in my quilt. 

On December 10, the quilt traveled to Duke and stayed with my family in the waiting room while I 

was in surgery.   I was reunited with my quilt once I was out of surgery. It stayed overnight giving 

me comfort to be surrounded by Godôs love and to feel His presence with me. 

The next leg of this journey for the quilt and me was go to Virgilina, Virginia to stay with my 

daughter, Sue and her husband, Reverend Mike Riley of Heights Baptist Church.  Within a few 

days I was able to share my testimony with Sueôs help with the members of Heights Baptist Church 

who offered prayers and tied knots. 

The quilt and I returned to Duke to see Dr. Georgiade. At that time he removed the stitches and 

the drains.  Once again, I had to return and stay with my daughter to recuperate a few more days.  

On December 23, I was able to return to my home to celebrate Christmas with my family and 

friends.   

Today, I give God all the glory and praise for healing me.  I believe from my experience with this 

gift of a prayer quilt that many have heard of His grace and love.  I know not how many seeds of 

faith have been planted but His fruit shall grow because a quilt was made and prayers said. 

Love, Louise Ball 

 

Her daughter Sue Riley wrote the following note:   

 

Thank you for the beautiful prayer quilt that Prayers and Squares did for Mama.  She continues to 

enjoy it and show it off. 

Everyone at Duke that Mama has had any contact with regarding her breast surgery saw the quilt 

and heard the testimony.  She carried it everywhere, to all appointments and to surgery.  People 

we do not know in waiting rooms and cafeterias saw the quilt and heard the testimony.  You will 

never know how much that quilt has meant to her. It truly covered her with love, confidence in the 

Lord and prayers from friends at a time when she so needed to know people do care. 

The surgeon did not actually see the quilt opened up until our follow-up appointment but I wish 

you could have seen his face when we opened the quilt and told him this is why the surgery went so 

well and Mama is doing so well.  The look was priceless.  This quilt has touched young and old 

alike and is a treasure.  Thank you for loving Mama enough to do this for her but most of all thank 

you for loving the Lord and believing that prayer does make a difference.  God bless your ministry 

for Him.  Sincerely, Sue Riley 

 




