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Go.end make disciples. o

From the pastor:

il STILL BELI EVE
The Church of Jesus Christ in the United States is in
trouble. Thatodés not simply
survey that comes out shows that there are fewer
people attending church every year. The national
statistics show not only a declining percentage of
people attending church but a declining number of
people who have high opinions of the church. Consider
these:

1 44% of American adults have left the faith in
which they were brought up. (UM Communi-
cations)

The percentage of Americans who identify

with some form of a Christian religion has been
dropping in recent decades. (Gallup)

iMost young peopl e who
church as a teenager disengage from church

life and often from Christianity at some point
during early adulthoodé
shows that (they are less likely to return to
church later, even when they become

p ar e rnhChrist@an,n. 23)

84% of seekers know at least one person who
attends church (A Christian) but only 15% see
any lifestyle difference in their Christian

friends versus their ne@hristian friends. (UM
Communications)

Quite honestly | could go

I'N THE aGHERCH

| still believe in the Church because the Bible states it

Il i shed by our Lot
mind around the idea that Jesus would establish
sGhBthirfy Bhht Would Pecom& dhiFebe¥sary 6r Wis
foll ower s. (Jesus said, [
Matthew 16:18)

| still believe in the Church because as | read the
stories in the Bible the early Church was full of
people who made mistakes, denied, and abandoned
but God used them to change the world and IT CAN
HAPPEN AGAIN AND IS HAPPENING!!

| still believe in the Church because for every story |

have heard about persons who have been hurt, | can
tell two or maybe three or four, when the Church has
reached out and helped and loved those in need. We
¥€ HuBian buf Jofl is M tiélbudinBss & forgiving and

redeeming!

PsHiloelidvé iR theKChuch betatise, SvAilé thefe have
been many times when | have been hurt and had
things said and done that
in the Church, true community which brings greater
joy and peace and forgiveness than can be found
anywhere.

| still believe in the Church because God still believes

in the Church and promi secq
not prevajl against it.o
on. ' wonoét . I'n fact, stat

tell only part of the story. Most of us know people who  gome say the Church in the U.S. has seen its best days
have given up on the Church. For some, it is because ofnq will continue to decline. I say no, not on our watch! |
something that has been said or done or not said or notg 5 y letds join together, |
done. (Believe me when | say to you thatlam very | o taught, learn to commit to what is important, and
mindful and full of sorrow beyond words to know that  {hen work together to see the Church be the Body of

some have given up on the Church because of my  cpyist it was designed to be and watch as God transforms
mistakes, my humanity, my incompetence, andmysin.)y s and the worl|l déagain. Do

Others have left the Church due to boredom, busyness,] 51 | see you on Sunday!
or for a myriad of other reasons. These things trouble Pastor Stuart
me greatly.

e

Yet, despite all the negative press and information,

still believe in the Church donot beli eve
ished with the ChurcH.still believe the Church is a life
-transforming, lovegiving, gracefilled institution that

it was in the early centuries.

God is fin-




Mary Martha Busy Ladies

OnFebruary9t he Mary Marthaods prepared and Tdhed i WMaeqyg W
adults, along with a Valentine gift bag. Busy Ladiest

tablished in January
Quilting started on January 2@nd is planned for Tuesdays and Wednesdays through1998. There is no age

February and March. There will be three quilts ready for our Fall limit for this group. It

Festival. was organized to min-
ister to the older
adults in Walnut
Planned Activities Grove United Method-
ist Church and Com-
We have planned to have our April meeting at the Clarksville Station in Roxboro.  munity, as well as to
have fellowship one
There will be a 55 and Alive Luncheon at Walnut Grove on Mé@/iﬁiﬁhe Fellowship  with another. We meet
Hall. All those 55 and above, except those senior adults on our Mary Martha Adult the 2 Tuesday of the
Listing, are asked to bring a covered dish to share. Meat, pork loin roast, willbe  month at 12:00 Noon

provided. in the Fellowship Hall.

In addition to our ministry to the Walnut Grove Seniors, we are going to start anotherIf you have questions,

mission. This is to prepare kits for children in Afghanistan as well as our military please call e_lther
soldiers. ltems request ed -irblaw)idcude: Gl agﬂ&dj’rap%@@ﬂ%t t
pencils/pens, notebooks, paper, backpacks, crayons, jackets, sweat pants, socks. Thed4) or Jane Sparks
clothing is for boys, predominantly 14 and under. It is planned to gather materials afg328493).

package them for shipment at our May'Heeting.

Twenty members attended our Maréhc@vered dish meeting in the Fellowship Hall.

A donation was also made to the Lori Freeland Scholarship Fund.
Madora Davis

Komen Race for the Cure
Dear Friends and Family

| am writing to invite you to join my tearkRIENDS FOR THE FIGHT , in this year's Race for the Cure to

fight breast cancer on Saturday, June 12th at Meredith ColldgeRace benefits the NC Triangle Affiliate of

the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cuyeur online entry fee of $25/adults and $15/kids%helps them

provide funding for many area organizations involved in the fight against breast chirycer can't make the

race, you can still be a team member by joining as a Sleep In member and then wear our team shirt and send
your positive thoughts as we radehave set a goal of 125 team members this year, so please invite your friends
and family to join with you as welllt is an amazing event.

If you are unable to join our team, please consider donating to help fight this disease.

To join or donate, please click the link below and see my personal page.

FRIENDS FOR THE FIGHT o '
When friends band together to join in the fight

A cancer free future will soon be in sight.

Thanks for your support!
Anne

Thanks to our team sponsdtennon Craver, Attorneys at Law andSmith Orthodon-
tics of Durham and Mebane

Click here to visit my personal page.

Click here to view the team page for Friends for the Fight



http://nctriangle.info-komen.org/site/TR/RacefortheCure/DUR_NCTriangleAffiliate?px=6390476&pg=personal&fr_id=1702&et=nMhOGf2-jwX1YahPig1Ciw..&s_tafId=52924
http://nctriangle.info-komen.org/site/TR/RacefortheCure/DUR_NCTriangleAffiliate?team_id=123743&pg=team&fr_id=1702&et=iUjmTxobGqX1666WnGHGvQ..&s_tafId=52924

Prayers and Squares Ministry Beverly Roberts, Suzanne G0u|dd, Nita grembly,
Peggy Mustian, Tammy Guy, and Brenda Berry.
of Walnut Grove

By Brenda Berry There are many other helping hands that help sort

fabric, sew in the threads for the knots, and press
the fabric. They are Iris Tilley,Emma Beckham,

) , ; ~~ Faydean Cannada, Barbara Parker, Judy Parker,
gan in 1992 at Hope United Methodist Churchin | 4,anne Bledsoe, and Karen Carson. Ann Ward

San Diego, CaliforniaSince then the ministry has been a valuable resource since she is a member
has expanded to include chapters in churches of ¢ Hillsborough United Methodist Chruch

many different denominations acrossthe ~ prayers and Squares Ministry. D. J. Stine and
world. Walnut Grove Prayers & Squares Minis-  gonia Cortez have been wonderful in getting our

try, Chapter 913, began in September, 2009 by yinjstry started. We are blessed by the gifts of
members of the Walnut Grove Crafters. fabric or donations to buy the batting, thread, and

. fabrics required to make the quilts.
Through Prayers & Squares, thousands of quilts

have been distributed, each a special gift of

love. They.have been made for Si.Ck babiesl, for As of March 2|’ 2010’ the Prayers and Squares
cancer patients, for adults and children facing sur-Ministry has given 34 quilts and 3 Military Prayer
gery or difficult family situationd for many rea-  Squares since January 1, 2010 all in praise and
sons, but each for someone in special need of theglory of God and his blesssings.. If you know of
healing power of prayer. someone who needs one of our prayer quilts and

_ _ o that person would like a quilt, contact any of us on
The idea behind these quilts is simple, yet power- the committee.

ful. A heavy thread is used to take stitches

through the quilt layers, and the ends are left free Thank you note from one of our recipient:

to be tied with a square knot. As each knot is tied pear Church Members,

a silent prayer is offered for someone in special | wanted to write and express my heartfelt grati-
need someone who has asked us to pray for  tyde for the prayer quilt. It is beautiful and a great
them. The quilt is then given to that per- comfort to me as | go through the healing process.
son. What makes each quilt so special is not the | gppreciate the care and spirit for which it was

pattern, color, or workmanship, but the fact that  created and the generosity in which it was shared.
prayer is symbolically tied into each onEhese Sincerely, Jeanne Beckham

comforters are a statement of faith, and a testi-
mony to our belief in God and in the power of Contact and meeting times:

prayer. The Prayers and Squares members meet at Brenda

Berryos s hopThursdaystirem6l s t
Prayers and Squares Ministry of Walnut Grove:  pMp until 10 PM to sew, cut out quilts, tie quilts
Many of you have asked who participates in the and sew on labels. We meet every month during
Prayers and Squares Ministry of Walnut Grove.  the Walnut Grove Crafters to sew or tie quilts. If
The entire church is involved because of the you are interested in joining us, contact Brenda

prayers that you pray for the people who need ourBerry at 7322907 or by email at
prayers. We are so blest to have everyone who  prenda.berry505@agmail.com

says a prayer and ties a knot in the quilts for each
indivigual V\;]h%needhs OUr: pr?jyers-l Hillsborough  Thank you so much for your participation and sup-
United Methodist Church and Walnut Grove o

ort of Prayers and Squares Ministry.
worked as partners on a quilt with both churches P yers quares Ministry

having opportunities to pray and tie knots. S
The Prayers and Squares Quilt Ministry are so ex- i(}

What is the Prayers and Squares Ministry?
Prayers & Squares, the Prayer Quilt Ministry, be-

cited to have you and the following people that
make this ministry possible. Sewing prayer quilts
are Sarah Clayton, Jeanne Crabtree, Ginger Terry,


mailto:brenda.berry505@gmail.com

i Presbyterian Church in Chapel Hill. From this union
Meet Betsy and Mlke Parker they have two daughters, Sarah Beth and Anna Kathryn.

by Jane Sparks Sarah Beth graduated from UNC while Kathryn gradu-
ated from NC State. Sarah Beth is currently in graduate
school and Kathryn is working in Washington DC. This
makes for an empty nest at the Parker home except for
their two dachshunds.

Mike is a lifetime member of Walnut Grove.
Betsy became a member of Walnut Grove shortly after
marrying Mike.

They first lived in a mobile home while their
house was being built. There is a story told of Betsy that
while living there she spotted a small (6 inch) snake on
the pond bank. She was petrified of the snake so she
drove the car back and forth over the snake so many
times that the car overheated.

Mike is an avid Carolina Tarheel fan and attends
as many games as he can. It is rumored that he can get
very vocal with his cheering and/or frustrations.

Mike has read the Bible through several times
and is known for quoting scripture. Taking to heart the
Bi bl e ver se i n Act s 15: 18
workséo Mike also cuts wood
need.

Mi kedbs brother Nelson tr
a farmer. He sent him out once to ground the suckers of
a tobacco field but Mike topped the tobacco instead. Ob-

Betsy and Mike do so much for our church and com/jQusly, Nelson encouraged law school to get him out of
nity that it is hard to know where to start when writiffgf tobacco field. Nelson did share the crops with Mike
about them. to help pay for tuition. Mike is currently the attorney for

Orange County Schools as well as a practicing attorney.

Betsy Nutter Parker (birthday is May 1, born in
Maine) is the daughter of Bob Nutter and Polly Nutter. _
Her stepmother is Chris Nutter. Betsy has 3 sisters {o law school and Mike responded that he wanted to
brother. Her closest sister is Muffin who has attenflef & | awyer. Vivian Parker
many of the events held at Walnut Grove. now you had to go to law sc

Vivian Parker once asked Mike why he was go-

Michael Parker (birthday is November 3) is the Mike has held numerous offi_ces for the _church.
L many years he was the Burlington District Lay

son of the late Josh and Sally Parker of our Walnut Gro¥

community. Mike has 2 sisters and 1 brother. His fallh%z?der and served on many district and conference com-

passed away when Mike was 9 years old and therﬂ]‘ﬁ?es' He is currently the Walnut Gr(_Jve Lay Leader
brother Nelson became the father figure in his family. &nd Serves on many of the church committees.

Mike teaches the Adult Sunday School Class
hfectionately referred to a
grch historian and serves as the Harvest Festival treas-
r.  Music is also a part of Mike as he sings in the
oir and plays bass in the Walnut Grove praise team.

Betsy and Mike attended Orange High togethe
and this, no doubt, was where they began to know
other. Then Mike attended UNC for his undergrad
degree and Wake Forest University for his law deg
Betsy graduated from Longworth College in Virginia,

and for many years she taught English at Orange High
School. vy g g g g Betsy is equally as busy as Mike in serving the

Lord. Betsy loves to bake and cook and shares this talent
yith the church and members of the Walnut Grove com-

Betsy and Mike were married in May 1978 at
4 y munity. You can find her in the Walnut Grove kitchen



often as she cooks for the Sunday breakfast or a special

meeting. Bet syés bread andBedosogldoisesti amee gehaif éd | e

many. Her fgar den s pec.ithat anevwesrarcle bvaskdeedor theochuich neastetter. d

nated yearly to the Harvest Festival. Wonder how that happened? After talking to Pastor

Stuart he suggested that we do this article about Betsy

Another of her talents is crocheting. She keegsnd Mi k e . They would eact

her hands busy so during the quiet times (even in meatything worth writing about so they were not inter-

ings) you will find her crocheting. She shares her crestewed. Mike and Betsy were not aware that this arti-

tions at the Harvest Festival and as surprise gifts to mente was being written.

bers of our community. By Jane Sparks

Actually, sharing is a major part of Betsy. You
mention that you like something she has and she will
share it. A good example is she makes pesto using the
basil from her garden or from nei
freezes it in usable sizes and shares not only the pesto but
also the extra plants she might have. Flowers from her
gardens are also growing in many gardens in the commu-
nity. Neighbors have learned that when there are vegeta-
bles yet to be harvested after the owners have all that they
need then Betsy gets called. Again she shares the bounty,
often already canned. She hates food waste.

gardens.

Betsy tutors to K2 grades in reading and math at
Cameron Park Elementary School. She loves this job ) ) )
although it was suppose to be 3 hours a day on Tuesday, Appalachia Service Project (ASP)
Wednesday, and Thursday she spends a minimum of 4 %
hours each of those days. Mondays and Fridays are Vée are getting excited about our sixth trip in our ef-
served for running errands or driving Mom to doctorforts to make homes in the Appalachian mountains
and/or shopping. warmer, safer, and drier. Our group, and the folks we
touch, really appreciate the support you give us for
Every Wednesday she visits Mrs. Elma Hawkinghis very worthwhile program.

She wonoét change the date and time as she says 1in
words fAit is not negot i a@@hinkofusonJinas,2010vas wkleéaye andiremént- i
the highlights of her week. ber us throughout the week as well as during our

drive back on the following Saturddy a little tired
On Thursday she goes to the NC Food Bank faut filled with a renewed spirit! Once again we are
pick up food for OCIM. She gets the biggest kick out afeaming with Lebanon United Methodist Church.
seeing how much she can bring back for the least amoiie have committed to send 3 teams of seven people
of money. She has done this every week for severdch with an extra person to act as a rover to help
years. wherever they are needed. The 22 people will be
comprised of six from Lebanon and sixteen from
Betsy writes the articles that highlight membergValnut Grove. Our tentative location where we will
of our church for this newsletter. This is not a simple jobe working is Mingo County, West Virginia. Mingo
for her. First she makes the appointment for the inteGounty is on the border between West Virginia and
view and then composes questions to ask. She visits dfehtucky, so it will be a long trip!
takes notes. Then she goes to the church computer to
write the article. After it is written she takes it back té\s usual, funding is always a challenge but can be a
the person being interviewed to make sure her wordingteambuilding experience! Our next opportunity is
accurate. Finally she makes the corrections and forwafdsy 1st when we will be having a yard sale. Watch
it to the Nutshell editor. She claims to be computer illitefor more as the date nears.
ate and does not own a working computer. By: Lou Rutledge

Both Mike and Betsy have great visions for our
church and work toward their goals without complaint.
This church is very fortunate to have such special people A I
. . |
in our community SE‘!)VI])CaE Palg!gw







